




























LRA Legislation Factsheet

Amended by Senate Bill No.63

Government Code 51178
The State Fire Marshal shall identify areas in the state as moderate, high, and very high fire
hazard severity zones based on consistent statewide criteria and based on the severity of fire
hazard that is expected to prevail in those areas. Moderate, high, and very high fire hazard
severity zones shall be based on fuel loading, slope, fire weather, and other relevant factors
including areas where winds have been identified by the Office of the State Fire Marshal as a
major cause of wildfire spread.

(Amended by Stats. 2021, Ch. 382, Sec. 2.5. (SB 63) Effective January 1, 2022.)

Government Code 51178.5
Within 30 days after receiving a transmittal from the State Fire Marshal that identifies fire
hazard severity zones pursuant to Section 51178, a local agency shall make the information
available for public review and comment. The information shall be presented in a format that is
understandable and accessible to the general public, including, but not limited to, maps.

(Amended by Stats. 2021, Ch. 382, Sec. 3.5. (SB 63) Effective January 1, 2022.)
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Increasing Fire Hazard Severity Zone (FHSZ)
Area and Designation

Government Code section 51179 requires a local agency to designate, by ordinance, moderate,
high, and very high FHSZ within 120 days of receiving the identified FHSZ's from the State Fire Marshal
pursuant to Section 51178.

The law does not allow for a local jurisdiction to request changes or provide comments to the
State Fire Marshal on the FHSZ designations. However, a local agency may choose to increase
the designation of a FHSZ from the FHSZ identified by the State Fire Marshal, or designate
areas as having a FHSZ that were not designated in a FHSZ by the State Fire Marshal. This may
occur because FHSZ zone edges in the maps and data from the State Fire Marshal are not
aligned with parcel boundaries or roads that some may consider for lines of convenance when
adopting ordinances. A local agency is not allowed to reduce the designation of a FHSZ
classification from the State Fire Marshal (i.e. a local agency cannot make an area designated
as High by the State Fire Marshal, Moderate in its adopted ordinance).

However, a local jurisdiction can increase the designation from the one identified by the State
Fire Marshal. If a local agency decides to increase the designation of a FHSZ, it may do so if it
does the following:
1. If increasing the designation to Very High, a local agency must make a finding supported by
substantial evidence in the record that the requirements of Government Code section 51182 are
necessary for effective fire protection.
2. If increasing the designation to Moderate or High, a local agency may do this at its
discretion.

If a local agency decides to include areas in its FHSZ adopted ordinance not identified as being
in a FHSZ by the State Fire Marshal, it may include those areas if it does the following:
1. If including areas not identified as being in a FHSZ and designating it as Very High, a local
agency must make a finding supported by substantial evidence in the record that the
requirements of Government Code section 51182 are necessary for effective fire protection.
2. If including areas not identified as being in a FHSZ and designating it as Moderate or High, a
local agency may do this at its discretion.






