
Siskiyou County 
Planning Commission Staff Report 

April 19, 2023 

New Business Agenda Item No. 3: 
Beese Use Permit (UP-21-31) 
Applicant: Robert Beese and Cathleen Alexander 

Property Owners: Robert Beese and Cathleen M. Alexander, Trustees 
 1341 Pine Grove Drive 
 Mount Shasta, CA 96067-9032 

Project Summary The applicant is requesting approval of the following: 
• Use Permit approval to allow the use and operation of the 

approximately 2.5-acre property and proposed 2,500 square foot 
building as a place of worship (i.e., a church). 

Location: The project is located at 102 Tamsen Way, west of the City of Mount 
Shasta on APN: 036-131-640; Township 40N, Range 4W, Section 8, 
MDB&M; Latitude 41.3239, Longitude -122.3357. 

General Plan: Building Foundation Limitations: Severe Pressure Limitations Soils, 
Woodland Productivity 

Zoning: Rural Residential Agricultural, 2.5-acre minimum parcel size (R-R-B-2.5) 

Exhibits: A. Draft Resolution PC 2022-011 
A Resolution of the Planning Commission of the County of Siskiyou, 
State of California, Determining the Project Exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act and Approving the Beese Use Permit (UP-21-
31) 

A-1. Notations and Recommended Conditions of Approval 
A-2. Recommended Findings  

B. Comments 
C. Tamsen Way Road Easement – Recorded Document No. 2008-0005573 
D. Parcel Map Book 13, Pages 189 and 190 
E.  Site Plan, Floor Plan, and Elevations 
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Background 
In recent years, the applicant has been meeting with approximately five to fifteen other worshipers in 
the applicant’s home, which is directly adjacent to the project site. At this time, the applicant is 
proposing to establish a dedicated place of worship. 

Site Description 

The 2.5-acre project site (APN: 036-131-640) is located at 102 Tamsen Way, west of the city of Mount 
Shasta. It is zoned Rural Residential Agricultural, 1-acre minimum parcel size (R-R-B-1) and was 
legally created as Parcel A as recorded in Parcel Map Book 13 at page 189 of the Siskiyou County 
Official Records. The parcel is very gently sloped (0.5%) and is accessed by Tamsen Way, a paved 
private road. The easement for the private paved road is a 60’ wide, non-exclusive easement for 
ingress, egress & public utilities as recorded in Siskiyou County Official Documents #2008-0005573 
(Exhibit C) and as shown on Parcel Map Book 13 at page 189 (Exhibit D). Vegetation on the property 
consists of grasses and weeds as well as a few mature trees. A vegetation buffer has also been 
planted between the project site and the neighbor to the south. Surrounding parcels are developed with 
single-family dwellings and are also zoned for R-R-B-1 uses. Soils consist of Deetz gravelly loamy 
sand, 0 to 5 percent slopes that is not prime farmland. The project site is currently developed with a 
garage and well. 

Project Description 

The applicant is requesting Use Permit approval to construct a 2,500 square foot place of worship that 
will include a 1,463 square foot assembly area, an 837 square foot reception area, and two restrooms. 
The reception area will include a kitchenette with a sink, microwave, and refrigerator. The building and 
associated facilities will be used for worship activities that include gatherings and services at various 
times throughout the week. Gatherings are typically held on Monday and Thursday mornings and 
Saturday evenings. The maximum occupancy is proposed to be 47 individuals. As part of this use, the 
applicant is proposing a parking lot with 21 parking spaces, a ground mount photovoltaic system, and 
landscaping.  
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Figure 1: Location Map 
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Figure 2: Zoning Map 

Analysis 

Zoning Consistency 

The subject parcel is zoned for Rural Residential (R-R) uses and is not proposed to be changed as part 
of this project. Pursuant to Siskiyou County Code (SCC) Section 10-6.4803(a), the proposed project is 
a conditionally permitted use. As such, the proposed project would not conflict with the Siskiyou County 
Zoning Ordinance provided that the Commission approved the requested use permit. 

In order for the Commission to approve the requested use permit, the Commission must find that the 
proposed use is consistent with the General Plan, would not be detrimental to the public welfare or 
injurious to property or improvements in the surrounding area, and not be incompatible with the 
character of the area due to noise, dust, odors, or other undesirable characteristics. Based on staff’s 
analysis of the proposed project, which is already existing on an adjacent property, staff believes that 
the necessary findings to approve the use permit can be made subject to the incorporation of the 
recommended conditions of approval. These findings are detailed in the Zoning Consistency Findings 
section of Exhibit A-2 attached to this staff report and submitted for the Commission’s review, 
consideration, and approval.  
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General Plan Consistency 

The Land Use Element of the Siskiyou County General Plan identified the project site as being within 
the mapped overlay area for Building Foundation Limitations: Severe Pressure Limitations Soils and 
Woodland Productivity. In addition, Planning staff has identified that Composite Overall Policies 41.3(b), 
41.3(e), 41.3(f), 41.4, 41.5, 41.6, 41.7, 41.8, 41.9, and 41.18 all apply to the proposed project. 

Staff has conducted a detailed analysis of each of the required findings and has found that the 
proposed project site is consistent with the applicable General Plan policies governing the subject site. 
The proposed project has been designed and/or conditioned to mitigate any potential impacts to area 
resources or hazardous conditions. In addition, the use (as designed and conditioned) would be 
compatible with the surrounding land uses, has adequate roadway access for transportation and public 
health and safety provisions, and would not create environmental impacts to on- or off-site resources. 
These findings are detailed in the General Plan Consistency Findings section of Exhibit A-2 attached to 
this staff report, and are submitted for the commissioner’s review, consideration, and approval.  

Discussion 

Previous Project 

This project site was created as Parcel A of the Tanner Tentative Parcel Map (TPM-08-09). As part of 
that project, certain notations were required on the recorded parcel map (PMB-13-189, 190). Although 
any development of this property is subject to the requirements on those notations, for clarity, the 
notations and other applicable Conditions of Approval that were required as part of that project are also 
included as Conditions of Approval of this project.  

Parking 

The applicant is proposing a maximum occupancy of 47 individuals, which is based on the calculated 
maximum occupancy of the assembly area. However, Siskiyou County Code Parking (Section 10-
6.5610) bases the parking spaces on the total number of seats, not the maximum permitted occupancy. 
The 21 parking spaces shown on the site plan are based on the calculated maximum occupant load of 
both the assembly and reception (lounge) areas, which have a combined maximum of 83 occupants.  
Had the parking been limited to the proposed occupancy, only 12 parking spaces would have been 
required by County Code.  

Staff is recommending that the parking lot be fully paved in order to ensure neighborhood compatibility 
(Condition of Approval #4). This is due to the determination that all of the immediately adjacent parcels 
have paved driveways and/or parking areas except for the parcel to the north, which has a gravel 
driveway. Additionally, staff is recommending that parking be confined to the designated parking 
spaces on the subject parcel and that parking be prohibited on Tamsen Way and Scenic Drive 
(Condition of Approval #3). 

Gatherings 

Attendees of this proposed place of worship are currently meeting at the applicant’s dwelling on Pine 
Grove Drive, which is immediately adjacent to the project site. The group varies in number between five 
and fifteen individuals. They meet indoors for worship services on Monday and Thursday mornings and 
Saturday evenings. The applicant is proposing to continue with these activities in addition to other 
indoor special occasion services. No office hours are proposed as part of this project. 
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Other than landscape maintenance, outdoor activities are proposed to be limited to a sacred folk dance 
that is done in a circle. Although amplification of music is not currently used and is not proposed as part 
of this project, in order to ensure neighborhood compatibility, staff is recommending that a condition be 
added that prohibits outdoor amplified sound (Condition of Approval #5). 

Outdoor Burning 

As part of the plans submitted for this project, the applicant is proposing a covered deck and fireplace. 
Staff is recommending a requirement that outdoor burning be limited to the proposed fireplace and that 
all ashes be disposed of in a fireproof metal container (Condition of Approval #6) 

Adjacent Churches 

There are three other churches within a half-mile radius of the project site: Hope Community Church, 
First Baptist Church, and St. Barnabas Episcopal Church. Staff analysis was conducted to determine 
the weekly meeting days and times of services for those churches in comparison with the proposed 
church. Information on regularly scheduled services was collected from the churches’ websites. Where 
no end time was listed, staff estimated a duration of 1.5 hours. No conflict was found between the 
proposed gathering times and that of the existing churches as no services were held at the same time 
as the proposed church.  
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Figure 3: Neighborhood Churches 
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Figure 4: Neighborhood Churches Schedule in Comparison to Proposed Church 

Environmental Review 
The proposed project (i.e.: the construction of a 2,500 square foot building for use as a place of 
worship), is being recommended by staff to be exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Sections 15061(b)(3) and 15303(c).  

Categorical Exemptions (Section 15300) exist for classes of projects that have been found by the 
California State Resources Agency to not have a significant effect on the environment and are therefore 
exempt from the requirement for the preparation of additional environmental documents. The project 
location is not in an environmentally sensitive area, is not along a scenic highway or known hazardous 
waste site, the project would not have a significant cumulative impact, there are no unusual 
circumstances that would have a significant effect on the environment, and there are no known 
historical resources that the project would adversely affect. 

The Categorical Exemption for New Construction or Conversion of Small Structures (CEQA Guidelines 
Section 15303(c) consists of construction and location of limited numbers of new, small facilities or 
structures; installation of small new equipment and facilities in small structures; and the conversion of 
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existing small structures from one use to another where only minor modifications are made in the 
exterior of the structure. 

Class 3 projects include the construction of “[a] store, motel, office, restaurant or similar structure not 
involving the use of significant amounts of hazardous substances, and not exceeding 2500 square feet 
in floor area.” The building proposed to be built for this use is a similar structure to a store, office, or 
restaurant, and does not exceed 2500 square feet in floor area and the construction and use of this 
building will not involve the use of significant amounts of hazardous substances. 

Staff is additionally recommending that the “common sense” exemption be adopted in accordance with 
Section 15061(b)(3) which is defined as a project that does not have the potential for causing a 
significant effect on the environment.  

The Planning Commission must consider the proposed CEQA exemptions together with any comments 
received during the public review process. Further, the exemptions can only be approved if the 
Commission finds, based on the whole record before it, that there is not substantial evidence that there 
are unusual circumstances (including future activities) which might reasonably result in the project 
having a significant effect on the environment. 

Comments 
A Notice of Public Hearing was published in the Siskiyou Daily News on April 5, 2023, and mailed to 
property owners within 300 feet of the subject property. One public comment was received and is 
included in Exhibit B. 

Agency Comments 

Siskiyou County Environmental Health Division – December 7, 2021 

Environmental Health has reviewed this project and has no objections as submitted. Water will be 
supplied by an existing on-site groundwater well for which there are no permits on file. The proposed 
use may fall within the definition of a Non-Community Water System, regulated by the California 
Division of Drinking Water (DDW), if it were to serve drinking water to 25 of the same persons 6 months 
or more per year (non-transient non-community water system) or serve at least 25 persons for 60 days 
or more per year (transient non-community water system). 

Planning Response: Condition of Approval No. 9 has been added which requires the DDW to be 
notified and their requirements followed should attendance meet or exceed 25 persons per year. 
No well was noted as being on the project site as part of the TPM-08-09 project that created the 
subject parcel. Due to the lack of a permit for the existing well, Staff is recommending the 
requirement for a well permit as Condition of Approval No. 13. 

California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CALFIRE) – December 29, 2021 

Comments were submitted regarding CALFIRE’s requirements for this project, specifically those 
pertaining to Emergency Access and Egress, Signing and Building Numbering, and Fuel Modification 
and Standards as specified pursuant to Public Resources Code 4290. 

Planning Response: Compliance with CALFIRE requirements to the satisfaction of CALFIRE is 
included as part of the building permit process. 
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California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS) – February 23, 2022 

CHRIS was unable to find a record of any cultural resources being located within or adjacent to the 
project site. 

Planning Response: Although no cultural resources are known to be on or expected due to 
extensive ground disturbance within the project area, in the event pre-historic or historic cultural 
resources are identified during earth disturbing activities, Condition of Approval No. 10 has been 
included as part of this project. This condition mirrors Notation No. 3 on Parcel Map Book 13 at 
Page 190 and is required for any development of this parcel. 

Planning Staff Recommendations 
• Adopt Resolution PC 2022-011 taking the following actions: 

o Approve the Use Permit request based on the recommended findings and subject to the 
recommended conditions of approval; and 

o Determine the project exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in 
accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3) and 15303(c), Class 3, New 
Construction or Conversion of Small Structures. 

Suggested Motion 
I move that we adopt Resolution PC 2022-011, A Resolution of the Planning Commission of the County 
of Siskiyou, State of California, Approving the Beese Use Permit (UP-21-31) and Determining the 
Project Exempt from CEQA. 

Preparation 
Prepared by the Siskiyou County Planning Division.  

For project specific information or to obtain copies for your review, please contact:  

Rachel Jereb, Senior Planner  
Siskiyou County Planning Division  
806 S. Main Street  
Yreka, California 96097 
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Resolution PC 2022-011 

A Resolution of the Planning Commission of the County of Siskiyou,  
State of California, Determining the Project Exempt from the California 

Environmental Quality Act and Approving the Beese Use Permit (UP-21-31) 

Whereas, the subject parcel (Assessor Parcel Number: 036-131-640) is within 
the Rural Residential Agricultural (R-R) zoning district, and 

Whereas, Section 10-6.4803(a) of the Siskiyou County Code permits churches in 
the R-R district subject to approval of a use permit and provided specific conditions are 
met; and 

Whereas, Robert Beese and Cathleen Alexander applied for a use permit to 
allow for a church located at 102 Tamsen Way, west of the city of Mt. Shasta on 
Assessor Parcel Number: 036-131-640; and 

Whereas, the Planning Division presented its oral and written staff report on 
proposed Use Permit UP-21-31 at the Planning Commission’s regularly scheduled 
meeting on April 19, 2023; and  

Whereas, the Planning Division recommended Use Permit UP-21-31 be 
determined categorically exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
based on the “common sense” that CEQA only applies to projects with the potential to 
result in a significant impact on the environment in accordance with CEQA Guidelines 
Section 15061(b)(3); and 

Whereas, The Planning Division recommended Use Permit UP-21-31 be 
determined exempt from CEQA pursuant to the New Construction or Conversion of 
Small Structures exemption (Section 15303(c), Class 3), which includes the 
construction and location of limited numbers of new, small facilities or structures; and 

Whereas, the Planning Division recommended approval of Use Permit UP-21-31 
subject to the conditions of approval provided in Exhibit A-1 to this resolution referenced 
hereto and incorporated herein; and  

Whereas, a Notice of Public Hearing was published in the Siskiyou Daily News 
on April 5, 2023; and 

Whereas, hearing notices were posted pursuant to Siskiyou County Code 
Section 10-6.2805 et seq.; and 
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Whereas, on April 19, 2023, the Chair of the Planning Commission opened the 
duly noticed public hearing on Use Permit UP-21-31 to receive testimony, both oral and 
written, following which the Chair closed the public hearing and the Commission 
discussed Use Permit UP-21-31 prior to reaching its decision. 

Now, therefore be it resolved that the Planning Commission adopts the 
recommended findings set forth in Exhibit A-2 of the written staff report referenced 
hereto and incorporated herein; and 

Be it further resolved that the Planning Commission, based on the evidence in 
the record and the findings set forth in Exhibit A-2, hereby takes the following actions on 
the Beese Use Permit (UP-21-31): 

1. Determines the project categorically exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) and 
Section 15303(c) of the CEQA Guidelines; and 

2. Approves the Beese Use Permit (UP-21-31) subject to the notations and 
conditions of approval contained in Exhibit A-1 to this resolution referenced 
hereto and incorporated herein. 

It is hereby certified that the foregoing Resolution PC 2022-011 was duly 
adopted on a motion by Commissioner __________________________ and seconded 
by Commissioner __________________________, at a regular meeting of the Siskiyou 
County Planning Commission held on the 19th day of April 2023, by the following voice 
vote: 

Ayes: 

Noes: 

Absent: 

Abstain: 

 Siskiyou County Planning Commission 

____________________________________ 
Danielle Lindler, Chair 

Witness, my hand and seal this 19th day of April, 2023. 

____________________________________________ 
Hailey Lang, Secretary of the Commission 
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Exhibit A-1 to Resolution PC 2022-001 
Notations and Recommended Conditions of Approval 

Notations 

1. Within ten (10) days following the date of the decision of the Siskiyou County 
Planning Commission, the decision may be appealed to the Siskiyou County 
Board of Supervisors. The appeal shall be filed with the Clerk of the Board of 
Supervisors. 

2. Upon determination of the categorical exemption(s), a check in the amount of 
$50 made payable to the Siskiyou County Clerk and submitted to the Siskiyou 
County Planning Division is necessary in order to file the Notice of Exemption. 
Failure to file the Notice of Exemption extends the statute of limitations for legal 
challenges to the categorical exemption from 35 days to 180 days. 

Conditions of Approval 
1. The project shall substantially conform to the project description and use permit 

site plan map as approved by the Planning Commission on April 19, 2023. Any 
proposed amendment shall be submitted to the Deputy Director of Planning. 
Minor amendments shall be considered by the Community Development 
Director. Major amendments shall be considered by the Planning Commission. 

2. The maximum occupancy shall not exceed forty-seven (47) persons or the 
design capacity of the septic system, whichever is less. 

3. All parking shall be confined to the designated parking spaces on the subject 
parcel. Parking along Tamsen Way or Scenic Drive is prohibited. 

4. The parking lot and driveway shall be fully paved. 

5. All outdoor amplification of sound is prohibited. 

6. Outdoor burning shall be limited to the proposed fireplace as shown on Sheet  
A-1 of the submitted plans. Ashes shall be disposed of into a fireproof metal 
container until the ashes are cold.  

7. The applicant shall comply with all adopted rules and regulations of the Siskiyou 
County Public Works Department, Environmental Health Division of the Siskiyou 
County Community Development Department, and all other local and state 
regulatory agencies. 

8. Building permits must be obtained from the Building Division of the Siskiyou 
County Community Development Department for any structures, plumbing, 
electrical, or mechanical work. 
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9. The applicant shall notify the California Division of Drinking Water and follow their 
requirements should attendance meet or exceed 25 persons per year or 
otherwise meet the definition of a Non-Community Water System. 

10. If any prehistoric or historic artifacts, or other indications of cultural resources, 
are found during road construction or site development, a qualified archaeologist 
in prehistoric or historical archaeology, as appropriate, shall be consulted for an 
evaluation of the find. After evaluating the find, the archaeologist shall prepare a 
report describing the significance of the find and make recommendations on its 
disposition and provide a report to the Planning Department. The developer shall 
implement all feasible recommendations and all work shall be halted in the 
immediate vicinity of any find until the evaluation is completed. 

11. Prior to earth-disturbing activities, the developer shall prepare and implement an 
Erosion Control Plan (ECP) for construction-related activities. The Erosion 
Control Plan shall be administered through all phases of grading and project 
construction. The ECP shall incorporate Best Management Practices (BMPs) to 
ensure that potential water quality impacts during construction phases are 
minimized.  The ECP shall address spill prevention and include countermeasure 
plans describing measures to ensure proper collection and disposal of all 
pollutants handled or produced on the site during construction, including sanitary 
wastes, cement, and petroleum products.  The Plan and proposed measures 
shall be consistent with the County’s Land Development Manual and may include 
(1) restricting grading to the dry season; (2) protecting all finished graded slopes 
from erosion using such techniques as erosion control matting and hydro-
seeding; (3) protecting downstream storm drainage inlets from sedimentation; (4) 
use of silt fencing and hay bales to retain sediment on the project site; (5) use of 
temporary water conveyance and water diversion structures to eliminate runoff 
into area waterways, and (6) any other suitable measures.  The ECP shall be 
submitted to the Siskiyou County Planning Department for review and approval. 

12. Prior to the development of the project site, an Encroachment Permit shall be 
obtained, with the driveway encroachment constructed in accordance with the 
permit, to the satisfaction of the Siskiyou County Public Works Department. 

13. A well permit shall be required for the existing ground water well. 

14. The applicant, shall defend, indemnify and hold harmless the County, its agents, 
officers and employees from any claim, action, or proceeding (collectively, 
"Action") against the County, its agents (including consultants), officers or 
employees to attack, set aside, void, or annul the approvals, or any part thereof, 
or any decision, determination, or Action, made or taken approving, 
supplementing, or sustaining, the project or any part thereof, or any related 
approvals or project conditions imposed by the County or any of its agencies, 
departments, commissions, agents (including consultants), officers or 
employees, concerning the project, or to impose personal liability against such 
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agents (including consultants), officers or employees resulting from their non-
negligent involvement in the project, which action is brought within the time 
period provided by law, including any claim for private attorney general fees 
claimed by or awarded to any party from the County. Said responsibilities shall 
be pursuant to the County’s standard Agreement for Indemnification in effect at 
the time of application approval or Agreement for Indemnification if signed and 
effective prior to the date the application is approved. In the event that the 
applicant fails to comply with the terms of the applicable agreement, the applicant 
does hereby consent and agree to all remedies in said agreement and does 
hereby agree and consent to the County rescinding all applicable project 
approvals. 
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Findings 

Zoning Consistency/Use Permit Findings 
1. The proposed Use Permit, as recommended for approval, is consistent with the 

applicable elements and policies of the Siskiyou County General Plan. 

2. Due to size, scale, intensity, and location of the project, the proposed use will not result 
in a significant change in the existing environment that would in any way threaten the 
public health, safety, peace, morals, comfort, convenience, or general welfare. 

3. Due to the size, scale, intensity, and location of the project, the proposed use will not 
cause damage or nuisances from noise, smoke, odor, dust, vibration, explosion, 
contamination, fire, or traffic and will be reasonably compatible with the existing and 
permitted uses in surrounding areas. 

4. The Planning Commission has considered all written and oral comments received and 
based on its analysis of the public testimony and staff’s analysis, the Commission has 
determined that the project as designed and conditioned would be compatible with 
existing and planned uses of the area. 

General Plan Consistency Findings 

Composite Overall Policies 
Policy 41.3(e) – All proposed uses of the land shall be clearly compatible with the surrounding 
and planned uses of the area. 

The proposed church would be clearly compatible with existing uses adjacent to the 
project site and would not in any way threaten the public health, safety, peace, morals, 
comfort, convenience, or general welfare of the surrounding area as it is already operating 
on an adjacent property. 

Policy 41.3(f) – All proposed uses of the land may be allowed if they clearly will not be disruptive 
or destroy the intent of protecting each mapped resource. 

The project is proposing to develop the subject property with a small church building and 
accessory structures that will not disrupt any mapped resource.  

Policy 41.4 – Policy conflict with city or special district General Plan – in areas within a city’s or 
special district’s sphere of influence, the adopted General Plan of the applicable city or special 
district shall be considered in relation to the County’s General Plan Policies, except in cases 
where the applicable city’s General Plan clearly does away with the intent of any applicable 
resource map. 

Upon review of the city of Mount Shasta’s General Plan, staff determined that there was 
not a conflict. 



 

 
Exhibit A-2 – Recommended Findings 
Beese Use Permit (UP-21-31)  Page 2 of 4 

Policy 41.5 – All development will be designed so that every proposed use and every individual 
parcel of land created is a buildable site, and will not create erosion, runoff, access, fire hazard 
or any other resource or environmentally related problems. 

The proposed use will not create erosion, runoff, access, fire hazard, or any other 
resource or environmentally related problems due to application of California Building 
Code and California Public Resources Code to the project as part of the building permit 
process. 

Policy 41.6 – There shall be a demonstration to the satisfaction of the Siskiyou County 
Environmental Health Department and/or the California Regional Water Quality Control Board 
that sewage disposal from all proposed development will not contaminate ground water. 

Sewage disposal is proposed to be provided by connection to a proposed private septic 
system. Additionally, Condition of Approval No. 2 restricts to maximum occupancy to 47 
individuals or that of the design capacity of the septic system, whichever is less. 

Policy 41.7 - Evidence of water quality and quantity acceptable to the Siskiyou County 
Environmental Health Department must be submitted prior to development approval. 

Water service to the church is proposed to be provided by connection to a private 
groundwater well. As there is no well permit on file, Condition of Approval No. 13 requires 
the applicant to obtain a well permit. 

Policy 41.8 – All proposed development shall be accompanied by evidence acceptable to the 
Siskiyou County Health Department as to the adequacy of on-site sewage disposal or the ability 
to connect into an existing city or existing Community Services District with adequate capacity 
to accommodate the proposed development.  In these cases, the minimum parcel sizes and 
uses of the land permitted for all development will be the maximum density and land uses 
permitted that will meet minimum water quality and quantity requirements, and the requirements 
of the county’s flood plain management ordinance. 

The applicant is proposing to construct a new church building as part of this project. The 
Building Permit process for this parcel includes the requirement for adequate well and on-
site sewage disposal. Condition of Approval No. 2 restricts the maximum occupancy to 
the capacity of the septic system and Condition of Approval No. 13 requires the issuance 
of a well permit for the existing unpermitted well. 

Policy 41.9 - Buildable, safe access must exist to all proposed uses of land. The access must 
also be adequate to accommodate the immediate and cumulative traffic impacts of the proposed 
development. 

The project site has access to Tamsen Way, a private roadway capable of 
accommodating the vehicular traffic generated by the proposed use. 
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Policy 41.18 – Conformance with all policies in the Land Use Element shall be provided, 
documented, and demonstrated before the County may make a decision on any proposed 
development. 

Staff has reviewed all Land Use Element policies and has determined that the proposed 
church conforms to the General Plan. 

Map 3: Building Foundation Limitations 

Policy 8 – Enforce building construction standards (uniform building code) and public works 
requirements. 

A new church building is proposed to be built as part of this project. The design and 
construction of the building is required to meet California Building Code as part of the 
building permit process. Additionally, Condition of Approval No. 12 requires that an 
Encroachment Permit be obtained, and the driveway encroachment constructed to the 
satisfaction of Public Works.  

Map 11:  Woodland Productivity 

Policy 31 – The minimum parcel size shall be one acre on 0-15% slope, and 5 acres on 16-
29% slope. 

Policy 32 – Single family residential, light commercial, light industrial, open space, non-profit 
and non-organizational in nature recreational uses, commercial/recreational uses, and public 
or quasi-public uses only may be permitted. The permitted uses will not create erosion or 
sedimentation problems. 

Policy 33 – All land uses and densities shall be designed so as not to destroy timber 
productivity on large parcels of high suitability woodland soils. (Class I and II.) 

No new parcels are proposed as part of this project. Churches are a permitted use per 
Policy 32 and the proposed use will not create erosion or sedimentation problems. The 
proposed use will not create erosion or sedimentation problems. No change in density is 
proposed as a part of this project. 

  



 

 
Exhibit A-2 – Recommended Findings 
Beese Use Permit (UP-21-31)  Page 4 of 4 

California Environmental Quality Act Findings 

1. Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines, Section 15061(b)(3), because there is not substantial 
evidence, in light of the whole record before the County, that the project would have a 
significant effect on the environment, this use permit project is exempt in accordance 
with Section 15061(b)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines. 

2. Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines, Section 15303(c), Class 3 projects consist of the 
construction and location of limited numbers of new, small facilities or structures that are 
no greater than 2500 square feet in floor area, for which the construction and use of the 
building will not involve the use of significant amounts of hazardous substances. 
Because the project proposes to build a new 2500 square foot church as part of this 
project and because the construction and use of the building will not involve significant 
amounts of hazardous substances, the project is categorically exempt from CEQA 
pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15303(c). 

3. The Planning Commission has reviewed and considered the proposed project and all 
comments submitted and has determined that the record, as a whole, demonstrates that 
there is no evidence that the proposed project will have an individually or cumulatively 
significant effect. 

4. The Planning Commission has determined that the custodian of all documents and 
material which constitute the record of proceedings shall rest with the County of 
Siskiyou Community Development Department. 



SISKIYOU COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
LAND DEVELOPMENT REVIEW

OWNER BEESE, ROBERT FILE # 036-131-640

LOCATION
1341 PINE GROVE DR.
MT. SHASTA, CA T 4ON R 4W SEC.8 PD# UP2131

REQUIREMENTS:
Sewaqe Disposal TesUlnformation :

( ) None Required : Connection to Approved Sewage System
( ) Engineered Percolation Tests -

Parcels #

Water Supplv Tests/l nformation :

( ) None Required : Connection to Approved Water System
( ) Well Logs (Existing Wells) ( ) Well Logs for Adjoining Property
()
()
()
()

Drilled Well- Parcels #
Pump Test (Static Level)
Bacteriological Analysis
Other

( ) Spring Source-Verification
Hours

( ) ChemicalAnalysis ( )PhysicalAnalysis

Proiect lnformation
Location [\4ap ( ) Ivlark Project Area ( ) Contour Map
Food Establishment Plans ( ) Swim Pool/Spa Plans
Waste lnformation (Non-Sewage)
Other

()
()
()
()

Comments/Conditions
Environmental Health has reviewed this project and has no obiections as submitted.

T[ispqrcq! hqs been reviewed and approved for cqnventional onsrlg sewaFdispqgq!- Water wi![ be supplied by an

Existing onsite ground water well (no permits on file).

The proposed use may fallwithin the definition of a Non-Community Water System, regulated by the CA Office of

Drinkinq Water, if it were to serve drinkinq water to 25 of the same persons 6 months or more per year (nontransient

non-community water system) or serve at least 25 persons for 60 days or more per year (transient non-community water

system).

The proposed use would have no further requirements with res pect to water should it fall below the above stated

thresholds

REHS DATE 12t7t2021

ENVIRONM HEALTH ACTION
( x ) Application Accepted ( ) Application Rejected as lncomplete (see comments*********

( x ) Approved ( ) Recommended for Denial
( ) Approved
REHS

Date sent to Planning:

(see ments)
DATE t2t7t202t

)

,

( ) Wet Weather Testing
( ) Engineered Sewage Disposal System
( ) Other

EXHIBIT B



STATE OF CALIFORNIA_NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY Gavin Newsom. Govemor

-ce
f!',;'"ffl

DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY AND FIRE PROTECTION
P.O. Box '1 28
1 809 Fairlane Road
YREKA, CA 96097-0128
(s30) 842-3516
Website: M.lire.c€.gov

December 29,2021

Siskiyou County Department of Public
Health and Community Development
806 South Main Street
Yreka, CA 96097-3321

Attention: Dianne Johnson, Permit Technician

Subject: Project Application Review: Beese Use Permit 2131

The Califomia Department of Forestry and Fire Protection has the following Public
Resources Code 4290 requirements for the above referenced project (reference Calif.
Code of Regulations Title 14, Division 1.5, Chapter 7, Article 5, Subchapter 2, SRA Fire
Safe Regulations):

EMERGENCY AGCESS AND EGRESS
1273.01,1273.02,1273.03, 1273.04, 1273.05, 1273.06, 1273.07, 1273.09,1273.09

Note: Driveway access must meet the roadway width standards

SIGNING AND BUILDING NUMBERING
127 4.01, 127 4.02, 127 4.03, 127 4.04

FUEL MODIFICATI AND STANDARDS
1276 01,1276.02, 1276.03, 1276.04

SEE THE ATTACHED "4290 SRA FIRE SAFE REGULATIONS" FOR SPECIFIC
CODE REQUIREMENTS.

lf you have any questions please call me at (530) 842-3516

Nicholas Pisano
Fire Captain Specialist- Fire Prevention
CAL FIRE

For: Phillip Anzo
Unit Chief

"The Deparlment of Forestry and Frre Proteclion semes and safeguards the people and protects the Foryrtv and resources of Cahftmia."
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SRA Fire Safe Regulations

Board of Forestry and Fire Protection

FOR INFORMATIONAL USE ONLY
View the official California Code of Regulations online at

govt.westlaw .com f calregs

As of July 28,2020

California Code of Regulations
Title L4 Natural Resources
Division 1.5 Department of Forestry
Chapter 7 - Fire Protection
Subchapter 2 SRA Fire Safe Regulations

Articles L-5

1

NCE 1885

FIRE
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Article 1 Administration

S 1270.00. Title
These regulations shall be known as the "SRA Fire Safe Regulations," and shall constitute the
basic wildfire protection standards of the California Board of Forestry and Fire Protection.

S 1270.01. Purpose
(a) These regulations have been prepared and adopted for the purpose of establishing
minimum wildfire protection standards in conjunction with building, construction and
development in the State Responsibility Area (SRA).
(b) The future design and construction of structures, subdivisions and developments in the
SRA shall provide for basic emergency access and perimeter wildfire protection measures as
specified in the following articles.
(c) These measures shall provide for emergency access; signing and building numbering;
private water supply reserves for emergency fire use; and vegetation modification. The fire
protection standards which follow shall specify the minimums for such measures.

S 1270.02. Scope
(a) These regulations shall apply to:

(1) the perimeters and access to all residential, commercial, and industrial building
construction within the SRA approved after Janu ary 1 , 1991 except as set forth below in
subsections (b.)through (d), inclusive, and (f);
(2) the siting of newly installed commercial modulars, manufactured homes,
mobilehomes, and factory-built housing, as defined in Health and Safety Code sections
18001.8, 18007, 18008, and 19971, except where being sited or installed as an
accessory or junior accessory dwelling unit as set forth in subsection (d) below; (3) all
tentative and parcel maps or other developments approved after January 1 , 1991 ; and
(4) applications for building permits on a parcel approved in a pre-1991 parcel or

tentative map to the extent that conditions relating to the perimeters and access to the
buildings were not imposed as part of the approval of the parcel or tentative map.
(b) These regulations do not apply where an application for a building permit is filed after
January 1, 1991 for building construction on a parcel that was formed from a parcel map or
tentative map (if the final map for the tentative map is approved within the time prescribed by
the local ordinance) approved prior to January 1 , 1991 , to the extent that conditions relating to
the perimeters and access to the buildings were imposed by the parcel map or final tentative
map approved prior to January 1 , 1991 .

(c)(1) At the discretion of the local jurisdiction, and subject to any requirements imposed by the
local jurisdiction to ensure reasonable ingress, egress, and capacity for evacuation and
emergency response during a wildfire, these regulations shall not apply to the reconstruction or
repair of legally constructed residential, commercial, or industrial buildings due to a wildfire, to
the extent that the reconstruction or does not:

(B)
(c)
(2) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to alter the extent to which these

regulations apply to the reconstruction or repair of a legally constructed residential,
commercial

3

or industrial buildin for reasons unrelated to a wildfire.
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(e) Unless otherwise exempt pursuant to this subchapter, affected activities include, but are
not limited to:

(l) permitting or approval of new parcels, excluding lot line adjustments as specified in
Govemmenl Code (cC) section 66412(d);
(2) application for a building permit for new building construction;
(3) application for a use permit; and
(4) road construction.

(0 EXEMPTION: Roads used solely for agricultural, mining, or the managemenl and
harvesting of wood products.

S 1270.03. Provisions for Application of These Regulations.
This subchapter shall be applied as follows:
(a) the local jurisdictions shall provide the Director of the California Department of Forestry and
Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) or their designee with notice of applications for building permits,
tentative parcel maps, tentative maps, and installation or use permits for construction or
development within the SRA.
(b) the Director or their designee may review and make fire protection recommendations on
applicable construction or development permits or maps provided by the local jurisd iction.
(c) the local jurisdiction shall ensure that the applicable sections of this subchapter become a
condition of approval of any applicable construction or development permit or map.

S 1270.04. Local Ordinances.
(a) Nothing contained in these regulations shall be considered as abrogating the provisions of
any ordinance, rule or regulation of any state or local jurisdiction provided that such ordinance,
rule, or regulation is equalto or exceeds these minimum standards.
(b) Counties may submit their local ordinances for certification via email to the Board, and the
Board may certify them as equaling or exceeding these regulations when they provide the
same practical effect. lf the Board determines that the local requirements do not equal or
exceed these regulations, it shall not certify the local ordinance.
(c) When the Board grants certification, the local ordinances, in lieu of these regulations, shall
be applied as described in 14 CCR S 1270.02 and used as the basis for inspections performed
under 14 CCR S 1270.05.
(d) The Board's certification of local ordinances pursuant to this section is rendered invalid
when previously certified ordinances are subsequently amended by local jurisd ictions, or the
regulations are amended by the Board, without Board re-certification of the amended
ordinances. The Board's regulations supersede the amended local ordinance(s) when the
amended local ordinance(s) are not re-certified by the Board. Amendments made by local
jurisdictions to previously certified ordinances shall be submitted for re-certification.

S 1270.05. lnspections.
lnspections shall conform to the following requirements:
(a) lnspection shall be made by:

(1) the Director, or
(2) localjurisdictions that have assumed state fire protection responsibility on SRA
lands, or
(3) local jurisdictions where the inspection duties have been formally delegated by CAL

FIRE to the local jurisdiction.

4
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(b) Nothing in this section abrogates CAL FIRE's authority to inspect and enforce state forest
and fire laws even when the inspection duties have been delegated pursuant to this section.
(c) Reports of violations shall be provided to the CAL FIRE Unit headquarters that administers
SRA fire protection an the local jurisd iction.
(d) When inspections are conducted, they shall occur prior to: the issuance of the use permit or
certificate of occupancy; the recordation of the parcel map or final map; the filing of a notice of
completion; or the final inspection of any pOect or building permit.

S 1270.06. Exceptions to Standards.
(a) Upon request by the applicant, exceptions to standards within this subchapter or to local
jurisdiction certified ordinances may be allowed by the inspection entity listed in 14 CCR S
1270.05, where the exceptions provide the same practical effect as these regulations towards
providing defensible space. Exceptions granted by the inspection entity listed in 14 CCR S
1270.05 shall be made on a case-by-case basis only. Exceptions granted by the inspection
entity listed in 14 CCR $ 1270.05 shall be foMarded to the appropriate CAL FIRE Unit Office
that administers SRA fire protection in that county and shall be retained on file at the Unit
Office.
(b) Requests for an exception shall be made in writing to the inspection entity listed in 14 CCR
S 1270.05 by the applicant or the applicant's authorized representative. At a minimum, the
request shall state the specific section(s) for which an exception is requested, material facts
supporting the contention of the applicant, the details of the exception proposed, and a map
showing the proposed location and siting of the exception. Local jurisdictions listed in l4 CCR
section 1270.05 may establish additional pro@dures or requirements for exception requests.
(c) Where an exception is not granted by the inspection entity, the applicant may appeal such
denial to the local jurisdiction. The local jurisdiction may establish or utilize an appeal process
consistent with existing local building or planning department appeal processes.
(d) Before the local jurisdiction makes a determination on an appeal, the inspection authority
shall be consulted and shall provide to that local jurisdiction documentation outlining the effects
of the requested exception on wildfire protection.
(e) lf an appeal is granted, the local jurisdiction shall make findings that the decision meets the
intent of providing defensible space consistent with these regulations. Such findings shall
include a statement of reasons for the decision. A written copy of these findings shall be
provided to the CAL FIRE Unit headquarters that administers SRA fire protection in that local
jurisdiction.

S 1271 .00. Definitions
Aoriculture: Land used for agricultural purposes as defined in a localjurisdiction's zoning
ordinances.
BgiE[Og: Any structure used or intended for supporting or sheltering any use or occupancy,
except Utility and Miscellaneous Group U buildings.

California D artment of Forest and Fire Protection

Defensible space: The area within the perimeter of a parcel, development, neighborhood or

5

community where basic wildland fire protection practices and measures are implemented,
providing the key point of defense from an approaching wildfire or defense against
encroaching wildfires or escaping structure fires. The perimeter as used in this regulation is the
area encompassing the parcel or parcels proposed for construction and/or development,
excluding the physical structure itself. The area is characterized by the establishment and
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maintenance of emergency vehicle access, emergency water reseryes, road names and
building identification, and fuel modification measures.
Development: As defined in section 66418. 1 of the California Government Code.
Directori Director of the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection or their designee.
Qiyggal! A vehicular access that serves up to two (2) parcels with no more than two (2)
residential units and any number of non-commercial or industrial buildings on each parcel.

Note Driveway standard rncludes upto atotal offour(4) residential Units on one (1)
parcel- Board of Forestry
Distance Measurements: All specified or referenced distances are measured along the ground,
unless otherwise stated.
EXgCg!!9!L An alternative to the specified standard requested by the applicant that may be
necessary due to health, safety, environmental conditions, physical site limitations or other
limiting conditions, such as recorded historical sites, that provides mitigation of the problem
Fire valve: see hydrant.
Fuel modification area: An area where the volume of flammable vegetation has been reduced,
providing reduced fire intensity and duration
Greenbelts: A facil ity or land-use, designed for a use other than fire protection, which will slow
or resist the spread of a wildfire. lncludes parking lots, irrigated or landscaped areas, golf
courses, parks, playgrounds, maintained vineyards, orchards or annual crops that do not cure
in the field.
Hammerhead/T: A road or d riveway that provides a "T" shaped, three-point turnaround space
for emergency equipment, being no narrower than the road that serves it.

Hvdrant: A valved connection on a water supply or storage system, having either one two and
a half (2 112) inch or one four and a half (4 112) inch outlet, with male American National Fire
Hose Screw Threads (NH), used to supply fire apparatus and hoses with water.
Local Jurisdiction: Any county, city/county agency or department, or any locally authorized
district that issues or approves building permits, use permits, tentative maps or tentative parcel
maps, or has authority to regulate development and construction activity.
Occupancv: The purpose for which a building, or part thereof, is used or intended to be used.
One-wav road: A minimum of one traffic lane width designed for traffic flow in one direction
only
Residential unit: Any building or po(ion thereof which contains living facilities, including
provisions for sleeping, eating, cooking and/or sanitation for one or more persons.
Manufactured homes, mobilehomes, and factory-built housing are considered residential units
for lhe purposes of mandatory measures required in 14 CCR S 127O.O1(c), unless being sited
or installed as an accessory or junior accessory dwelling unit in accordance with 14 CCR S

1270.02(d\.
Road: Vehicular access to more than two (2) parcels; more than four (4) residential units; or
access to any industrial or commercial occupancy. lncludes public and private streets and
lanes.
Road or d rivewav structures: Bridges, culverts, and other appurtenant structures which
SU lement the traffic Iane or shoulders.

As used in this subchapter, means an exception or alternative with the
capability of applying accepted wildland fire suppression strategies and tactics, and provisions

for fire fighter safety, including:
(a) access for emergency wildland fire equipment,
(b) safe civilian evacuation,
(c) signing that avoids delays in emergency equipment response,
(d) available and accessible water to effectively attack wildfire or defend a structure from
wildfire, and
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(e) fuel modiflcation sufficient for civilian and fire fighter safety.
Shoulder: Vehicular access adjacent to the lraffic lane.
State Board of Forestrv and Fire Protection (Board): As defined in Public Resources Code
section 730.
State Responsibility Area (SRA): As defined in Public Resources Code sections 41264127
and the California Code of Regulations, title 14, division L5, chapter 7, article 1, sections
1220-1220 .5 .

SlIlgtgtg That which is built or constructed, an edifice or building of any kind, or any piece of
work artificially built up or composed of parts joined together in some definite manner.
Subdivision: As defined in section 66424 of the Government Code.
Traffic lane: The portion of a road or driveway that provides a single line of vehicle travel.
IlMIglllL A road or driveway, unobstructed by parking, which allows for a safe opposite
change of direction for emergency equipment. Design of such area may be a hammerhead/T
or terminus bulb.
flMglq A widening in a road or driveway to allow vehicles to pass.
Utilitv and Miscellaneous Group U buildino: A structure of an accessory character or a
miscellaneous structure not classified in any specific occupancy permitted, constructed,
equipped, and maintained to conform to the requirements of Title 24, California Building
Standards Code.
Vertical clearance: The minimum specified height of a bridge or overhead projection above the
road or driveway.
Wildfire: As defined in Public Resources Code Section 4103 and 4104.

Article 2 Emergency Access and Egress

$ 1273 00 lntent
Roads and driveways, whether public or private, unless exempted under 14 CCR S
127O.O2ld), shall provide for safe access for emergency wildfire equipment and civilian
evacuation concurrently, and shall provide unobstructed traffic circulation during a wildfire
emergency consistent with 14 CCR SS 1273.00 through 1273.09.

s 1273.01. Width.
(a) All roads shall be constructed to provide a minimum of two ten (10) foot traffic lanes, not
including shoulder and striping. These traffic lanes shall provide for two-way traffic flow to
support emergency vehicle and civilian egress, unless other standards are provided in this
article or additional requirements are mandated by localjurisdictions or local subdivision
requirements. Vertical clearances shall conform to the requirements in California Vehicle Code
section 35250.
(b) All one-way roads shall be constructed to provide a minimum of one twelve (12) foot traffic
lane, not including shoulders. The local jurisdiction may approve one-way roads.

(1) All one-way roads shall, at both ends, connect to a road with two traffic lanes
providing for travel in different directions, and shall provide access to an area currently
zoned for no more than ten (10) residential units.
(2) ln no case shall a one-way road exceed 2,640 feet in length. A turnout shall be
placed and constructed at approximately the midpoint of each one-way road.

(c) All driveways shall be constructed to provide a minimum of one ('l) ten (10) foot traffic lane,
fourteen (14) feet unobstructed horizontal clearance, and unobstructed vertical clearance of
thirteen feet, six inches (13' 6").
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5 1273.02. Road Surfaces
(a) Roads shall be designed and maintained to support the imposed load of fire apparatus
weighing at least 75,000 pounds and provide an aggregate base.
(b) Driveways and road and driveway structures shall be designed and maintained to support
at least 40,000 pounds.
(c) Project proponent shall provide engineering specificalions to support design, if requested
by the local authority having jurisdiction.

$ 1273 03. Grades
(a) At no point shall the grade for all roads and driveways exceed 16 percent.
(b) The grade may exceed 16%, not to exceed 20%, with approvalfrom the local authority
having jurisdiction and with mitigations to provide for same practical effect.

1273 04 Radius
(a) No road or road structure shall have a horizontal inside radius of curvature of less than fifty
(50) feet. An additional surface width of four (4) feet shall be added to curves of 50-100 feet
radius; two (2) feet to those from 100-200 feet.
(b) The length of vertical curves in roadways, exclusive of gutters, ditches, and drainage
structures designed to hold or divert water, shall be not less than one hundred (100) feet.

S 1273.05. Turnarounds
(a) Turnarounds are required on driveways and dead-end roads.
(b) The minimum turning radius for a turnaround shall be forty (40) feet, not including parking,
in accordance with the figures in 14 CCR SS '1273.05(e) and 1273.05(f).lf a hammerhead/T is
used instead, the top of the "T" shall be a minimum of siny (60) feet in length.
(c) Driveways exceeding 150 feet in length, but less than 800 feet in length, shall provide a
turnout near the midpoint of the driveway. Where the driveway exceeds 800 feet, turnouts shall
be provided no more than 400 feet apart.
(d) A turnaround shall be provided on driveways over 300 feet in length and shall be within fifty
(50) feet of the building.
(d) Each dead-end road shall have a turnaround constructed at its terminus. Where parcels are
zoned five (5) acres or larger, turnarounds shall be provided at a maximum of 1,320 foot
intervals.
(e) Figure A. Turnarounds on roads with two ten-foot traffic lanes.
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S 1273.06. Turnouts
Turnouts shall be a minimum of twelve (12) feet wide and thirty (30) feet long with a minimum
twenty-five (25) foot taper on each end.

S 1273.07. Road and Driveway Structures
(a) Appropriate signing, including but not limited to weight or vertical clearance limitations, one-
way road or single traffic lane conditions, shall reflect the capability of each bridge.
(b) Where a bridge or an elevated surface is part of a fire apparatus access road, the bridge
shall be constructed and maintained in accordance with the American Association of State and
Highway Transportation Officials Standard Specifications for Highway Bridges , 17th Edition,
published 2002 (known as AASHTO HB-17), hereby incorporated by reference. Bridges and
elevated surfaces shall be designed for a live load sufficient to carry the imposed loads of fire
apparatus. Vehicle load limits shall be posted at both entrances to bridges when required by
the local authority having jurisdiction.
(c) Where elevated surfaces designed for emergency vehicle use are adjacent to surfaces
which are not designed for such use, barriers, or signs, or both, as approved by the local
authority having jurisdiction, shall be installed and maintained.
(d) A bridge with only one traffic lane may be authorized by the local jurisdiction; however, it
shall provide for unobstructed visibility from one end to the other and turnouts at both ends.

S 1273.08. Dead-end Roads
(a) The maximum length of a dead-end road, including all dead-end roads accessed from that
dead-end road, shall not exceed the following cumulative lengths, regardless of the number of
parcels served:
parcels zoned for less than one acre - 800 feet
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parcels zoned for 1 acre to 4.99 acres - 1,320 feet
parcels zoned for 5 acres to 19.99 acres - 2,640 feet
parcels zoned for 20 acres or larger - 5,280 feet
All lengths shall be measured from the edge of the road surface at the intersection that begins
the road to the end of the road surface at its farthest point. Where a dead-end road crosses
areas of differing zoned parcel sizes requiring different length limits, the shortest allowable
length shall apply.
(b) See '14 CCR S 1273.05 for dead-end road turnaround requirements.

S 1273.09. Gate Entrances
(a) Gate entrances shall be at least two (2) feet wider than the width of the tratfac lane(s)
serving that gate and a minimum width of fourteen ('14) feet unobstructed horizontal clearance
and unobstructed vertical clearance of thirteen feet, six inches (13' 6").
(b) All gates providing access from a road to a driveway shall be located at least thirty (30) feet
from the roadway and shall open to allow a vehicle to stop without obstructing traffic on that
road.
(c) Where a one-way road with a single traffic lane provides access to a gated entrance, a forty
(40) foot turning radius shall be used.
(d) Security gates shall not be installed without approval. Where security gates are installed,
they shall have an approved means oI emergency operation. Approval shall be by the local
authority having jurisdiction. The security gates and the emergency operation shall be
maintained operational at all times.

Article 3 Signing and Building Numbering

S 1274.00. lntent
To facilitate locating a fire and to avoid delays in response, all newly constructed or approved
roads and buildings shall be designated by names or numbers posted on signs clearly visible
and legible from the road. This section shall not restrict the size of letters or numbers
appearing on road signs for other purposes.

51274.01. Road Signs.
(a) Newly constructed or approved roads must be identifled by a name or number through a
consistent system that provides for sequenced or patterned numbering and/or non-duplicative
naming within each local ju risd iction. This section does not require any entity to rename or
renumber existing roads, nor shall a road providing access only to a single commercial or
industrial occupancy require naming or numbering.
(b) The size of letters, numbers, and symbols for road signs shall be a minimum four (4) inch
letter height, half inch (.5) inch stroke, reflectorized, contrasting with the background color of
the sign.

S 1274.02. Road Sign lnstallation, Location, and Visibility.
(a) Road signs shall be visible and legible from both directions of vehicle travel for a distance
of at least one hundred (100) feet.
(b) Signs required by this article identifying intersecting roads shall be placed at the
intersection of those roads.
(c) A sign identifying traffic access or flow limitations, including but not limited to weight or
vertical clearance limitations, dead-end roads, one-way roads, or single lane conditions, shall
be placed:

(i) at the intersection preceding the traffic access limitation, and

10 EXHIBIT B



(ii) no more than one hundred (100) feet before such traffic access limitation.
(d) Road signs required by this article shall t e posted at the beginning of construction and
shall be maintained thereafter.

S 1274.03. Addresses for Buildings.
(a) All buildings shall be issued an address by the localjurisdiction which conforms to that
jurisdiction's overall address system. Utility and miscellaneous Group U buildings are not
required to have a separate address; however, each residential unit within a building shall be
separately identified.
(b) The size of letters, numbers, and symbols for addresses shall conform to the standards in
the California Fire Code, California Code of Regulations title 24, part 9.
(c) Addresses for residential buildings shall be reflectorized.

5 1274.04. Address Installation, Location, and Visibility.
(a) All buildings shall have a permanently posted address which shall be plainly legible and
visible from the road fronting the property.
(b) Where access is by means of a private road and the address identification cannot be
viewed from the public way, an unobstructed sign or other means shall be used so that the
address is visible from the public way.
(c) Address signs along one-way roads shall be visible from both directions.
(d) Where multiple addresses are required at a single driveway, they shall be mounted on a
single sign or post.
(e) Where a road provides access solely to a single commercial or industrial business, the
address sign shall be placed at the nearest road intersection providing access to that site, or
otherwise posted to provide for unobstructed visibility from that intersection.
(0 ln all cases, the address shall be posted at the beginning of construction and shall be
maintained thereafter.

Article 4 Emergency Water Standards

$ 1275.00. lntent
Emergency water for wildfire protection shall be available, accessible, and maintained in
quantities and locations specified in the statute and these regulalions in order to attack a
wildfire or defend property from a wildfire.

S 1275.01 . Application
The provisions of this article shall apply in the tentative and parcel map process when new
parcels are approved by the local jurisdiction having authority.

S 1275.02. Water Supply.
(a) When a water supply for structure defense is required to be installed, such protection shall
be installed and made serviceable prior to and during the time of conslruclion except when
alternative methods of protection are provided and approved by the local authority having
jurisdiction.
(b) Water systems equaling or exceeding the California Fire Code, California Code of
Regulations title 24, part 9, or, where a municipal-type water supply is unavailable, National
Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 1142, "Standard on Water Supplies for Suburban and
Rural Fire Fighting," 2017 Edition, hereby incorporated by reference, shall be accepted as
meeting the requirements of this article.
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(c) Such emergency water may be provided in a fire agency mobile water tender, or naturally
occurring or man made containment structure, as long as the specified quantity is immediately
available.
(d) Nothing in this article prohibits the combined storage of emergency wildfire and structural
firefighting water supplies unless so prohibited by local ordinance or specified by the local fire
agency.
(e) Where freeze or crash protection is required by local jurisdictions having authority, such
protection measures shall be provided.

S 1275.03. Hydrants and Fire Valves.
(a) The hydrant or fire valve shall be eighteen (18) inches above the flnished surface. lts
location in relation to the road or driveway and to the building(s) or structure(s) it serves shall
comply with California Fire Code, California Code of Regulations title 24, part 9, Chapter 5,
and Appendix C.
(b) The hydrant head shall be a two and half (2112) inch National Hose male thread with cap
for pressure and gravity flow systems and four and a half (4 112) inch for draft systems.
(c) Hydrants shall be wet or dry barrel and have suitable freeze or crash protection as required
by the local jurisd iction.
S 1275.04. Signing of Water Sources.
(a) Each hydrant, fire valve, or access to water shall be identified as follows:

(1) if located along a driveway, a reflectorized blue marker, with a minimum dimension
of three (3) inches shall be located on the driveway address sign and mounted on a fire
retardant post, or
(2) if located along a road,

(i) a reflectorized blue marker, with a minimum dimension of three (3) inches,
shall be mounted on a fire retardant post. The sign post shall be within three (3)
feet of said hydrant or fire valve, with the sign no less than three (3) feet nor
greater than five (5) feet above ground, in a horizontal position and visible from
the driveway, or
(ii) as specified in the State Fire Marshal's Guidelines for Fire Hydrant lvlarkings
Along State Highways and Freeways, May 1988.

Article 5 Fuel Modification Standards

$ 1276.00 Intent
To reduce the intensity of a wildfire by reducing the volume and density of flammable
vegetation, the strategic siting of fuel modification and greenbelts shall provide for increased
safety for emergency fire equipment and evacuating civilians by its utilization around structures
and roads, including driveways, and a point of attack or defense from a wildfire.

S 1276.01. Setback for Structure Defensible Space.
(a) All parcels shall provide a minimum thirty (30) foot setback for all buildings from all property
lines and/or the center of a road.
(b) When a thirty (30) foot setback is not possible for practical reasons, which may include but
are not limited to parcel dimensions or size, topographic limitations, or other easements, the
local jurisdiction shall provide for same practical etfect.

(i) Same practical effect requirements shall reduce the likelihood of home-to-home
ignition.
(ii) Same practical effect options may include, but are not limited to, noncombustible
block walls or fences, five (5) feet of noncombustible material horizontally around the
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structure; installing hardscape landscaping or reducing exposed windows on the side of
the structure with a less than thirty (30) foot setback; or additional structure hardening
such as those required in the California Building Code, California Code of Regulations
lille 24, pan 2, Chapter 74.

(c) Structures constructed in the SRA are required to comply with the defensible space
regulations in Title 14. Natural Resources Division 1.5. Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection Chapter 7. Fire Protection Subchapter 3. Fire Hazard.

S 1276.02. Maintenance of Defensible Space Measures.
To ensure continued maintenance of commonly owned properties in conformance with these
standards and to assure continued availability, access, and utilization of the defensible space
provided by these standards during a wildfire, provisions for annual maintenance shall be
provided in emergency access covenants or similar binding agreements.

S 1276.03 Disposal of Flammable Vegetation and Fuels
Disposal, including chipping, burying, burning or removalto a site approved by the local
jurisdiction, of flammable vegetation and fuels caused by site development and construction,
road and driveway construction, and fuel modification shall be completed prior to completion of
road construction or final inspection of a building permit.

S 1276.04 Greenbelts
Subdivision and other developments, which propose greenbelts as a part of the development
plan, shall locate said greenbelts strategically as a separation between wildland fuels and
structures. The locations shall be approved by the local authority having jurisdiction and may
be consistent with the CAL FIRE Unit Fire Management Plan or Contract County Fire Plan.
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From: Annie Marsh
To: Planning; Janine Rowe; Rachel Jereb; Hailey Lang; Rick Dean; cowboy96027@hotmail.com
Subject: Opposed to Approval of Beese Use Permit (UP-21-31)
Date: Tuesday, April 11, 2023 1:01:37 PM
Attachments: Beese UP-21-31(1).docx

UP2131_SitePlanFloorPlan_rev1-1.pdf

Attached and copied below for security purposes is my opposition comment letter for the
above referenced project. Also attached is a copy of the Site Plan.

Anne Marsh  
4628 Pine Cone Drive 
Etna, CA 96027 
530-598-2131
annie_marsh@hotmail.com

April 11, 2023 

Rachel Jereb 
Community Development Department 
Planning Division  
106 South Main Street 
Yreka, CA 96097 

RE: Opposed to Approval of Beese Use Permit (UP-21-31) 

Dear Ms. Jereb and Honorable Planning Commissioners: 

I am opposed to the approval of the Beese Use Permit (UP-21-31) as Categorically Exempt for
several reasons. 
First, the Categorical Exemption for New Construction 15303(c)  lists "store, motel, office,
restaurant, or similar structure." In my opinion, it's a stretch to consider a church building as a
similar structure. 
Second, the Categorical Exemption under CEQA Guidelines 15061(b)(3) the “Common Sense
Exemption” that says it can be seen that there will be no negative environmental impact
simply does not apply. The Main concern about this project is the lack of CEQA review which
would reveal numerous reasons that, at the very least, a CEQA should apply to the project and
conditions and/or mitigations should be required prior to approval of this project. 
There appear to be unmitigated Negative Impacts from Traffic, Adequate Parking, Noise,
Light Glare, Historical Resources, Sewage System, Wildfire, and Emergency Access. This
project requires CEQA review.  
Even though the proposed use is stated as for 15 people, the proposed building has a capacity
of 83 people. The project description states that they currently hold services (prayers and
songs) for up to 15 people from 6 AM to 8:30 AM on Mondays and Thursdays and 7 PM to 9
PM on Saturdays. Six AM is too early for noise in a residential neighborhood.  
The proposal is to hold special services, weddings, and gatherings for special conferences of
up to 100 people two to four times a year. The addition of all these other attendees becomes
problematic since this does not seem to be considered in stating that there can be no negative
environmental impact. Additionally, there could be no limit on growth to 100 or more
attendees without further CEQA review. 
The project site is a "land-locked" parcel with deeded access. The use proposed will require
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April 11, 2023



Rachel Jereb

Community Development Department 

Planning Division 

106 South Main Street

Yreka, CA 96097



RE: Opposed to Approval of Beese Use Permit (UP-21-31)



Dear Ms. Jereb and Honorable Planning Commissioners:



I am opposed to the approval of the Beese Use Permit (UP-21-31) as Categorically Exempt for several reasons.

First, the Categorical Exemption for New Construction 15303(c)  lists "store, motel, office, restaurant, or similar structure." In my opinion, it's a stretch to consider a church building as a similar structure.

Second, the Categorical Exemption under CEQA Guidelines 15061(b)(3) the “Common Sense Exemption” that says it can be seen that there will be no negative environmental impact simply does not apply. The Main concern about this project is the lack of CEQA review which would reveal numerous reasons that, at the very least, a CEQA should apply to the project and conditions and/or mitigations should be required prior to approval of this project.

There appear to be unmitigated Negative Impacts from Traffic, Adequate Parking, Noise, Light Glare, Historical Resources, Sewage System, Wildfire, and Emergency Access. This project requires CEQA review. 

Even though the proposed use is stated as for 15 people, the proposed building has a capacity of 83 people. The project description states that they currently hold services (prayers and songs) for up to 15 people from 6 AM to 8:30 AM on Mondays and Thursdays and 7 PM to 9 PM on Saturdays. Six AM is too early for noise in a residential neighborhood. 

The proposal is to hold special services, weddings, and gatherings for special conferences of up to 100 people two to four times a year. The addition of all these other attendees becomes problematic since this does not seem to be considered in stating that there can be no negative environmental impact. Additionally, there could be no limit on growth to 100 or more attendees without further CEQA review.

The project site is a "land-locked" parcel with deeded access. The use proposed will require not only access, but emergency access. The road must be brought to CalFire standards (widened). No requirement for emergency access is mentioned, nor is the method by which the deeded access road will be brought to CalFire standards. Wildfire hazard is definitely an issue here in this location. An Evacuation Plan that takes into consideration at least 100 people for the project is required.

While there is adequate parking for up to 83 people (21 parking stalls), that will hardly accommodate the gatherings of 100 or more people and the neighborhood will be burdened with attendees parking on their streets. If there are going to be 100 or more attendees, there must be adequate parking. There may be adequate space to park on vacant areas of the parcel. But this is not addressed, and any such parking should be noted on the site plan to avoid off-site parking.

The religious services proposed historically involve loud music, and there should be a prohibition on amplification of such music  Activities should be contained within the building in this residential setting. The nearest homes are very close to the building on the proposed project site and since the services involve loud music prohibition of amplified music and requiring that activities be contained within the building is justified. See Paneurhythmy Religion and Practices at paneurythmy.com.

There is no mention of lighting on the project,  which will no doubt happen. Any lighting should be required to be adequately shielded and turned off when the project is not in use to avoid glare in the residential neighborhood. 

The California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS) comment letter states that no survey has been done of the site, and that one should be required prior to ground disturbance. 

The type of septic system required should not be based on 15 attendees if there is the ability to have 100 or more attendees on site. Although Siskiyou County Environmental Health signed off on septic as the sewage system, there seems to be an unanalyzed problem with groundwater levels in the area of the project location. This should require a deeper analysis.

Regardless of the well test, the unpermitted well should be required to obtain a permit.

Please take this project back to the drawing board and provide adequate CEQA review and appropriate Conditions and/or Mitigations.

While the proponents of this project may have every intent to keep the number of attendees low, the fact is that in Siskiyou County a Use Permit runs with the land. Should the property change ownership for any reason the new owner(s) may open the church and grounds to hundreds of people. CEQA review is required.

Additionally, the Site Plan Design states that it was done by Philip Oates Design Services. Mr. Philip Oates is currently, and has been since 2018, employed by the Siskiyou County Community Development Department, Building Division as a Building Inspector. Surely this is a conflict of ethics, if not of interest. An online search of the California Architecture Board does not show that Mr. Oates has a California Architecture License, which one would think is required to prepare site plans. Perhaps Mr. Oates merely acted as a draftsman, not requiring a license. In either event, drafting plans for Community Development Department applicants does not seem a prudent thing for an employee of the Department to do. In other words, a County Building Inspector should not be preparing Site Plans for any applicant where the result of such plans must be inspected and approved by a Building Inspector. The perception of the Public in seeing this is very troubling. There is too much potential for, and possibly of, some projects being favored over others.

I have no opposition to the use proposed for this project. My concerns are as stated and especially the lack of CEQA review.

Thank you for accepting my comments.



Sincerely,



Anne Marsh 
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PROJECT INFORMATION AND CODE ANALYSIS
PROPERTY OWNER: ROBERT & CATHLE€N BEESE


1341 PINE GROVE RD. MT. SHSATS, CA 96067
(831)206-9606


PARCEL NUMBER: 036-131-640 PARCET A 2,5 ACRES


PROPERTY ZONED: RRBI


JURISDICTION:


SCOPE OF WORK:
SISKIYOU COUNTY. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT


DEVELOP A PTACE OF WORSHIP:


The buildinS is a sintle-story fully accessible building with a main assembly
space and a lounge area with a foyer space between them. The main entry will
have direct access from the concrete paved Handi-capped Parking/tJnloading
spaces via aoncrete sidewalk to decorative hardscaped patio and accessible
Handi-capped ramp covered by a trellis to the covered roof area at the building
entrance double doors,
Entering the main lobby lounge area this will be used for informal small


Satherings with non-fixed seating and tables. The lounge includes space for a


kitchenette which willconsist ofcounter space with a sink, microwave, small
refrigerator and no cooking facility. A bookhelf located off the foyer and lsed
to sell local and specialty books lor participants of activities, not an
independent store open to the public. The Men's and Women's toilet rooms
are fully accessible. Interior storage €losets located at either side ofthe entry
into the sanctuary space accessible from the main lobby area will be used as


mechanicalspace and wili be used to store non,flammable material.
The main assembly area is to be used tor various activities with no permanent
seatinB.
An underfloor crawlspace area with a maxim!m 610" hgt. head room only
accessible fromthe outside ofthe buildinSwillbe used forthe building's
mechanical/ e lectrica I / telephone equipment.
Surrounding landscape areas will be developed in the tuture with accessible
walkways, various trellises, raised bed gardens, and meditation gardens. A
detached 120 square foot electrical equipment bld8.
Activities Currently we have a troup of between 5 and L5 persons who gather
every Monday and Thursday morning at 6:00 to 8:30 AM for prayers and songs
and from 7:00 to 9:00 PM almost every Saturday evening. We intend to
continue with these activities in addition to specialservices and possibly
weddings. Between two and four times per year, we anticipate a Bathering of
up to 10O people for future special conferences. Outdoor activities include
gardening, landscape maintenance and dancing the Paneurhythmy which is a


sacred folkdance that isdone in a circle.


BUILDING CODE REOUIREMENTS:
IURISDICTION: SISKIYOU COUNTY - COMMUNTTY


DEVETOPMENT


DE CYCLEi 2022 California BuildinS CodesBUILDING


FIRE ZONE SRA AREA _ VERY HIGH FIRE HAZARD
SEVERITY ZONE _ PURSUANT TO CBC


sEcTtoN 707


SOUARE FOOTAGE EREAK DOWN:


ASSEMBLY AREA 1463 SF


LOUNGE AREA 837 SF


TOTAL BUII.DING AREA 25OO SF


CODE ANALYSIS:


CONSTRUCTION TYPEI


TASLE 601
TYPE VB, NONE RAIED, NONE TASLE


SPRINKTERED LESS THAN 6000 5F,


ATLOWABLE BUILDING AREAI


RISK CATEGORY


BUITDING AREA:


CLASSIFICATION II, TAELE 1604,5


LESS THAN 6000 SF NONE


SPRINKLERED


FIRE.RESISTANCE RATING: TYPE V/B = REQUIRED PRIMARY


STRUCTURAI- FRAME, TABLE 601


ACCESSIBLE PARKING SPACES:


TABLE 118.208,2
PARKING SPACES PROVIDED 1; 25


= I ACCESSlBLE SPACES,


2 PROVIDED


OCCIJPANCY TYPE & LOADING:
A,3 ASSEMBI-Y NON.FIXED SEATING 15 SF


NET/OCCUPANI (10O4.s;


TABLE) SEATING AREA = 706 SF (M,NUs
ISLE WAYS) = 151706 = 47 ocuPAt{rs


I"OUNGE SPACI


TOTAI OCCUPAIIT IOAD =


[1004.5 Areas Without Fixed SealrngThe number of occupants shall be
computed al lhe rale of one occupant per unit ol area as prescribed in
Table 1004.5. For areas without lixed seating, the occupant load shall be
nol less than lhat number determinod bv dividino the floor area under
consideration by the occupant load fact6r assigied lo the tunction o, the
space as set torth rn Tabld 1004.5. Where an i-ntended function is not
listed in Table 1004.5, the building official shall establish a function based
on a lisl
funaior]
numbei
design!
permitti


ed lunction that most nearly resembles the intended
.Exception: Where approved by the burldrng otftcial. the actual
ot occupants for whom each occupred space. floor or butldrng is


although less than those determined by calculation, shall be
to be used in the determinalion of the design occupant load.l


COUNTYPAR(INGREQUIREMENTS: Sec10-6.5510(1b)(4)PUBLIC
ASSEMBTY CHURCHS: 1 PARKING SPACE/ 4 SEATS.


A-3 MAIN ASSEMBTY SPACE - /a OCCUPANTS = 12 SPACES


SECONDARY A-3 LOUNGE AREA - : : /4 OCCUPANTS = 9 SPACES


TOTAT REqUIRED PARKING SPACES = 21 PARXING IPACES


IOTAL REqUIREO ACCESSIBTI PARXING SPACES = lPAR(INGSPACE,2
PROVTDED [118-208.2, 2019 CBC]


PARKING LOT WITL BE MOSTLY COMPACKED GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS AND
PARKING SPACES, HANDICAPPED SPACES AND ALt WATKWAYS WILL 8E


PAVED CONCRETE.


REOUIRED EXITS:


TABLE 1006.2.1; 1006.3.3(2) MAX. OCCUPANT IOAD - 1 ExlT = 49;
MAJ(IMUM DISTANCE


UNSPRINKIERED 75'.0" COMMON TGREE TRAVET PATH


1007.1.1TWO EXITS OR EXITACCESS DOORWAYS = TO NOT LESS THAN y, OF


THE TENGTH OF MAX DIAGONAI DIMENSION OF BUITDING OR AREA


MEASURED IN A STRAIGHT LINE


MEANS oF EGRESS ILLUMINATIoNi 1008.2


EMERGENCY POWER FOR


ILLUMINATION: 1008.3


ONE MEANS OF EGREES IS


REQUIRED


1,500 MrN. 2 EX|TS 0R ACCESS TO


EXITS OF ExITS/STORY:TABIE 1006.3.2


ACCESSTBLE - 118-213.2


ACCESSIBLE MEANS OF EGRESS:


MINIMUM NUMBER


TOILET ROOMS:


MiNIMUM PLUMBING FACILITIES A.3 OCCUPANCY:
MALE = 1: 1'100 = ITOIIETS
TABTE 422.1 PLUMBING CODE MAIE = 1: 1'100 = 1 URINALS


MAIE TAVATORIES = 1: 1-200


FEMALE = 2: 26-50 TOILETS


FEMALE LAVATORIES = 1: 1 100


l JANITOR SINX


DRIN ING FOUNTAIN NOT REQUIRED .
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A,3 TYPE V/B NON SPRINKLERED


6000 sF, TABTE 506.2


NON.FIXED SEATING 15 SF


NET/OCCUPANT, (1004.5; TABTE) TOTAT


SEAIING ARIA = 530 SF (MINUS lSLE


waYS) = 15/530: 36 OCUPANTS


83 OCCUPA TS = 2 EX|TS
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not only access, but emergency access. The road must be brought to CalFire standards
(widened). No requirement for emergency access is mentioned, nor is the method by which the
deeded access road will be brought to CalFire standards. Wildfire hazard is definitely an issue
here in this location. An Evacuation Plan that takes into consideration at least 100 people for
the project is required. 
While there is adequate parking for up to 83 people (21 parking stalls), that will hardly
accommodate the gatherings of 100 or more people and the neighborhood will be burdened
with attendees parking on their streets. If there are going to be 100 or more attendees, there
must be adequate parking. There may be adequate space to park on vacant areas of the parcel.
But this is not addressed, and any such parking should be noted on the site plan to avoid off-
site parking. 
The religious services proposed historically involve loud music, and there should be a
prohibition on amplification of such music  Activities should be contained within the building
in this residential setting. The nearest homes are very close to the building on the proposed
project site and since the services involve loud music prohibition of amplified music and
requiring that activities be contained within the building is justified. See Paneurhythmy
Religion and Practices at paneurythmy.com. 
There is no mention of lighting on the project,  which will no doubt happen. Any lighting
should be required to be adequately shielded and turned off when the project is not in use to
avoid glare in the residential neighborhood.  
The California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS) comment letter states that
no survey has been done of the site, and that one should be required prior to ground
disturbance.  
The type of septic system required should not be based on 15 attendees if there is the ability to
have 100 or more attendees on site. Although Siskiyou County Environmental Health signed
off on septic as the sewage system, there seems to be an unanalyzed problem with
groundwater levels in the area of the project location. This should require a deeper analysis. 
Regardless of the well test, the unpermitted well should be required to obtain a permit. 
Please take this project back to the drawing board and provide adequate CEQA review and
appropriate Conditions and/or Mitigations. 
While the proponents of this project may have every intent to keep the number of attendees
low, the fact is that in Siskiyou County a Use Permit runs with the land. Should the property
change ownership for any reason the new owner(s) may open the church and grounds to
hundreds of people. CEQA review is required. 
Additionally, the Site Plan Design (Copy attached) states that it was done by Philip Oates
Design Services. Mr. Philip Oates is currently, and has been since 2018, employed by the
Siskiyou County Community Development Department, Building Division as a Building
Inspector. Surely this is a conflict of ethics, if not of interest. An online search of the
California Architecture Board does not show that Mr. Oates has a California Architecture
License, which one would think is required to prepare site plans. Perhaps Mr. Oates merely
acted as a draftsman, not requiring a license. In either event, drafting plans for Community
Development Department applicants does not seem a prudent thing for an employee of the
Department to do. In other words, a County Building Inspector should not be preparing Site
Plans for any applicant where the result of such plans must be inspected and approved by a
Building Inspector. The perception of the Public in seeing this is very troubling. There is too
much potential for, and possibly of, some projects being favored over others. 
I have no opposition to the use proposed for this project. My concerns are as stated and
especially the lack of CEQA review. 
Thank you for accepting my comments. 
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Sincerely, 
 
Anne Marsh  
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Anne Marsh  
4628 Pine Cone Drive  
Etna, CA 96027 
530-598-2131 
annie_marsh@hotmail.com  
 
April 11, 2023 
 
Rachel Jereb 
Community Development Department  
Planning Division  
106 South Main Street 
Yreka, CA 96097 
 
RE: Opposed to Approval of Beese Use Permit (UP-21-31) 
 
Dear Ms. Jereb and Honorable Planning Commissioners: 
 
I am opposed to the approval of the Beese Use Permit (UP-21-31) as Categorically Exempt for 
several reasons. 
First, the Categorical Exemption for New Construction 15303(c)  lists "store, motel, office, 
restaurant, or similar structure." In my opinion, it's a stretch to consider a church building as a 
similar structure. 
Second, the Categorical Exemption under CEQA Guidelines 15061(b)(3) the “Common Sense 
Exemption” that says it can be seen that there will be no negative environmental impact simply 
does not apply. The Main concern about this project is the lack of CEQA review which would 
reveal numerous reasons that, at the very least, a CEQA should apply to the project and 
conditions and/or mitigations should be required prior to approval of this project. 
There appear to be unmitigated Negative Impacts from Traffic, Adequate Parking, Noise, Light 
Glare, Historical Resources, Sewage System, Wildfire, and Emergency Access. This project 
requires CEQA review.  
Even though the proposed use is stated as for 15 people, the proposed building has a capacity of 
83 people. The project description states that they currently hold services (prayers and songs) for 
up to 15 people from 6 AM to 8:30 AM on Mondays and Thursdays and 7 PM to 9 PM on 
Saturdays. Six AM is too early for noise in a residential neighborhood.  
The proposal is to hold special services, weddings, and gatherings for special conferences of up 
to 100 people two to four times a year. The addition of all these other attendees becomes 
problematic since this does not seem to be considered in stating that there can be no negative 
environmental impact. Additionally, there could be no limit on growth to 100 or more attendees 
without further CEQA review. 
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The project site is a "land-locked" parcel with deeded access. The use proposed will require not 
only access, but emergency access. The road must be brought to CalFire standards (widened). No 
requirement for emergency access is mentioned, nor is the method by which the deeded access 
road will be brought to CalFire standards. Wildfire hazard is definitely an issue here in this 
location. An Evacuation Plan that takes into consideration at least 100 people for the project is 
required. 
While there is adequate parking for up to 83 people (21 parking stalls), that will hardly 
accommodate the gatherings of 100 or more people and the neighborhood will be burdened with 
attendees parking on their streets. If there are going to be 100 or more attendees, there must be 
adequate parking. There may be adequate space to park on vacant areas of the parcel. But this is 
not addressed, and any such parking should be noted on the site plan to avoid off-site parking. 
The religious services proposed historically involve loud music, and there should be a 
prohibition on amplification of such music  Activities should be contained within the building in 
this residential setting. The nearest homes are very close to the building on the proposed project 
site and since the services involve loud music prohibition of amplified music and requiring that 
activities be contained within the building is justified. See Paneurhythmy Religion and Practices 
at paneurythmy.com. 
There is no mention of lighting on the project,  which will no doubt happen. Any lighting should 
be required to be adequately shielded and turned off when the project is not in use to avoid glare 
in the residential neighborhood.  
The California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS) comment letter states that no 
survey has been done of the site, and that one should be required prior to ground disturbance.  
The type of septic system required should not be based on 15 attendees if there is the ability to 
have 100 or more attendees on site. Although Siskiyou County Environmental Health signed off 
on septic as the sewage system, there seems to be an unanalyzed problem with groundwater 
levels in the area of the project location. This should require a deeper analysis. 
Regardless of the well test, the unpermitted well should be required to obtain a permit. 
Please take this project back to the drawing board and provide adequate CEQA review and 
appropriate Conditions and/or Mitigations. 
While the proponents of this project may have every intent to keep the number of attendees low, 
the fact is that in Siskiyou County a Use Permit runs with the land. Should the property change 
ownership for any reason the new owner(s) may open the church and grounds to hundreds of 
people. CEQA review is required. 
Additionally, the Site Plan Design states that it was done by Philip Oates Design Services. Mr. 
Philip Oates is currently, and has been since 2018, employed by the Siskiyou County 
Community Development Department, Building Division as a Building Inspector. Surely this is a 
conflict of ethics, if not of interest. An online search of the California Architecture Board does 
not show that Mr. Oates has a California Architecture License, which one would think is 
required to prepare site plans. Perhaps Mr. Oates merely acted as a draftsman, not requiring a 
license. In either event, drafting plans for Community Development Department applicants does 
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not seem a prudent thing for an employee of the Department to do. In other words, a County 
Building Inspector should not be preparing Site Plans for any applicant where the result of such 
plans must be inspected and approved by a Building Inspector. The perception of the Public in 
seeing this is very troubling. There is too much potential for, and possibly of, some projects 
being favored over others. 
I have no opposition to the use proposed for this project. My concerns are as stated and 
especially the lack of CEQA review. 
Thank you for accepting my comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Anne Marsh  
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PROJECT INFORMATION AND CODE ANALYSIS
PROPERTY OWNER: ROBERT & CATHLE€N BEESE

1341 PINE GROVE RD. MT. SHSATS, CA 96067
(831)206-9606

PARCEL NUMBER: 036-131-640 PARCET A 2,5 ACRES

PROPERTY ZONED: RRBI

JURISDICTION:

SCOPE OF WORK:
SISKIYOU COUNTY. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

DEVELOP A PTACE OF WORSHIP:

The buildinS is a sintle-story fully accessible building with a main assembly
space and a lounge area with a foyer space between them. The main entry will
have direct access from the concrete paved Handi-capped Parking/tJnloading
spaces via aoncrete sidewalk to decorative hardscaped patio and accessible
Handi-capped ramp covered by a trellis to the covered roof area at the building
entrance double doors,
Entering the main lobby lounge area this will be used for informal small

Satherings with non-fixed seating and tables. The lounge includes space for a

kitchenette which willconsist ofcounter space with a sink, microwave, small
refrigerator and no cooking facility. A bookhelf located off the foyer and lsed
to sell local and specialty books lor participants of activities, not an
independent store open to the public. The Men's and Women's toilet rooms
are fully accessible. Interior storage €losets located at either side ofthe entry
into the sanctuary space accessible from the main lobby area will be used as

mechanicalspace and wili be used to store non,flammable material.
The main assembly area is to be used tor various activities with no permanent
seatinB.
An underfloor crawlspace area with a maxim!m 610" hgt. head room only
accessible fromthe outside ofthe buildinSwillbe used forthe building's
mechanical/ e lectrica I / telephone equipment.
Surrounding landscape areas will be developed in the tuture with accessible
walkways, various trellises, raised bed gardens, and meditation gardens. A
detached 120 square foot electrical equipment bld8.
Activities Currently we have a troup of between 5 and L5 persons who gather
every Monday and Thursday morning at 6:00 to 8:30 AM for prayers and songs
and from 7:00 to 9:00 PM almost every Saturday evening. We intend to
continue with these activities in addition to specialservices and possibly
weddings. Between two and four times per year, we anticipate a Bathering of
up to 10O people for future special conferences. Outdoor activities include
gardening, landscape maintenance and dancing the Paneurhythmy which is a

sacred folkdance that isdone in a circle.

BUILDING CODE REOUIREMENTS:
IURISDICTION: SISKIYOU COUNTY - COMMUNTTY

DEVETOPMENT

DE CYCLEi 2022 California BuildinS CodesBUILDING

FIRE ZONE SRA AREA _ VERY HIGH FIRE HAZARD
SEVERITY ZONE _ PURSUANT TO CBC

sEcTtoN 707

SOUARE FOOTAGE EREAK DOWN:

ASSEMBLY AREA 1463 SF

LOUNGE AREA 837 SF

TOTAL BUII.DING AREA 25OO SF

CODE ANALYSIS:

CONSTRUCTION TYPEI

TASLE 601
TYPE VB, NONE RAIED, NONE TASLE

SPRINKTERED LESS THAN 6000 5F,

ATLOWABLE BUILDING AREAI

RISK CATEGORY

BUITDING AREA:

CLASSIFICATION II, TAELE 1604,5

LESS THAN 6000 SF NONE

SPRINKLERED

FIRE.RESISTANCE RATING: TYPE V/B = REQUIRED PRIMARY

STRUCTURAI- FRAME, TABLE 601

ACCESSIBLE PARKING SPACES:

TABLE 118.208,2
PARKING SPACES PROVIDED 1; 25

= I ACCESSlBLE SPACES,

2 PROVIDED

OCCIJPANCY TYPE & LOADING:
A,3 ASSEMBI-Y NON.FIXED SEATING 15 SF

NET/OCCUPANI (10O4.s;

TABLE) SEATING AREA = 706 SF (M,NUs
ISLE WAYS) = 151706 = 47 ocuPAt{rs

I"OUNGE SPACI

TOTAI OCCUPAIIT IOAD =

[1004.5 Areas Without Fixed SealrngThe number of occupants shall be
computed al lhe rale of one occupant per unit ol area as prescribed in
Table 1004.5. For areas without lixed seating, the occupant load shall be
nol less than lhat number determinod bv dividino the floor area under
consideration by the occupant load fact6r assigied lo the tunction o, the
space as set torth rn Tabld 1004.5. Where an i-ntended function is not
listed in Table 1004.5, the building official shall establish a function based
on a lisl
funaior]
numbei
design!
permitti

ed lunction that most nearly resembles the intended
.Exception: Where approved by the burldrng otftcial. the actual
ot occupants for whom each occupred space. floor or butldrng is

although less than those determined by calculation, shall be
to be used in the determinalion of the design occupant load.l

COUNTYPAR(INGREQUIREMENTS: Sec10-6.5510(1b)(4)PUBLIC
ASSEMBTY CHURCHS: 1 PARKING SPACE/ 4 SEATS.

A-3 MAIN ASSEMBTY SPACE - /a OCCUPANTS = 12 SPACES

SECONDARY A-3 LOUNGE AREA - : : /4 OCCUPANTS = 9 SPACES

TOTAT REqUIRED PARKING SPACES = 21 PARXING IPACES

IOTAL REqUIREO ACCESSIBTI PARXING SPACES = lPAR(INGSPACE,2
PROVTDED [118-208.2, 2019 CBC]

PARKING LOT WITL BE MOSTLY COMPACKED GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS AND
PARKING SPACES, HANDICAPPED SPACES AND ALt WATKWAYS WILL 8E

PAVED CONCRETE.

REOUIRED EXITS:

TABLE 1006.2.1; 1006.3.3(2) MAX. OCCUPANT IOAD - 1 ExlT = 49;
MAJ(IMUM DISTANCE

UNSPRINKIERED 75'.0" COMMON TGREE TRAVET PATH

1007.1.1TWO EXITS OR EXITACCESS DOORWAYS = TO NOT LESS THAN y, OF

THE TENGTH OF MAX DIAGONAI DIMENSION OF BUITDING OR AREA

MEASURED IN A STRAIGHT LINE

MEANS oF EGRESS ILLUMINATIoNi 1008.2

EMERGENCY POWER FOR

ILLUMINATION: 1008.3

ONE MEANS OF EGREES IS

REQUIRED

1,500 MrN. 2 EX|TS 0R ACCESS TO

EXITS OF ExITS/STORY:TABIE 1006.3.2

ACCESSTBLE - 118-213.2

ACCESSIBLE MEANS OF EGRESS:

MINIMUM NUMBER

TOILET ROOMS:

MiNIMUM PLUMBING FACILITIES A.3 OCCUPANCY:
MALE = 1: 1'100 = ITOIIETS
TABTE 422.1 PLUMBING CODE MAIE = 1: 1'100 = 1 URINALS

MAIE TAVATORIES = 1: 1-200

FEMALE = 2: 26-50 TOILETS

FEMALE LAVATORIES = 1: 1 100

l JANITOR SINX

DRIN ING FOUNTAIN NOT REQUIRED .
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A,3 TYPE V/B NON SPRINKLERED

6000 sF, TABTE 506.2

NON.FIXED SEATING 15 SF

NET/OCCUPANT, (1004.5; TABTE) TOTAT

SEAIING ARIA = 530 SF (MINUS lSLE

waYS) = 15/530: 36 OCUPANTS

83 OCCUPA TS = 2 EX|TS
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EXHIBIT C - TAMSEN WAY EASEMENT
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EXHIBIT D - PMB13-189-190



EXHIBIT D - PMB13-189-190
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TEMPLE	BEAUTIFUL		-		PROJECT	INFORMATION	AND	CODE	ANALYSIS
PROPERTY	OWNER: ROBERT	&	CATHLEEN	BEESE

1341	PINE	GROVE	RD.	MT.	SHSATS,	CA	96067
(831)	206-9606

PARCEL	NUMBER: 036-000-000	PARCEL	A	2,5	ACRES

PROPERTY	ZONED: RRB1

JURISDICTION: SISKIYOU	COUNTY	–	COMMUNITY	DEVELOPMENT

SCOPE	OF	WORK:
DEVELOP	A	PLACE	OF	WORSHIP:			
SINGLE	STORY	ACCESSIBLE	ASSEMBLY	BUILDING	TO	BE	USED	FOR	GATHERINGS	WITH	NON-FIXED	SEATING.

ACCESSORY	SPACE		
USED	FOR	SMALL	INFORMAL	GATHERINGS	WITH	MENS	AND	WOMENS	TOILET	ROOMS,	A	KITCHENETTE		COUNTER	SPACE	WITH	NO	
COOK	TOP	ONLY	COUNTER	SPACE	SINK	MICROWAVE	AND	FULL	SIZE	REFREGERATOR.	

SURROUNDING	LANDSCPAE	AREAS	WILL	BE	DEVELOPED	IN	THE	FUTURE	WITH	A	FOUNTAIN	ACCESSIBLE	WALKWAYS,	VARIOUS	
TRELLISES,	RAISED	BED	GARDENS,	MEDITAION	GARDENS.		

BUILDING	CODE	REQUIREMENTS:
JURISDICTION: SISKIYOU	COUNTY	–	COMMUNITY	DEVELOPMENT

BUILDING	CODE	CYCLE:	 2022	California	Building	Codes	

FIRE	ZONE: SRA	AREA	–	VERY	HIGH	FIRE	HAZARD	SEVERITY	ZONE	–	PURSUANT	TO	CBC,	SECTION	707

SQUARE	FOOTAGE	BREAK	DOWN:
ASSEMBLY	AREA 1463	SF
LOUNGE	AREA 		837	SF

TOTAL	BUILDING	AREA 2500	SF

CODE	ANALYSIS:
CONSTRUCTION	TYPE: TYPE	VB,	NONE	RATED,	NONE	SPRINKLERED	LESS	THAN	6000	SF.	
TABLE	601

ALLOWABLE	BUILDING	AREA: A-3	TYPE	V/B	NON	SPRINKLERED	6000	SF
TABLE	506.2	

RISK	CATEGORY: CLASSIFICATION	II
TABLE	1604.5

BUILDING	AREA:	 LESS	THAN	6000	SF	NON	SPRINKLERED	SECTION		

FIRE-RESISTANCE	RATING: TYPE	V/B	=	REQUIRED	PRIMARY	STRUCTURAL	FRAME
TABLE	601

ACCESSIBLE	PARKING	SPACES: PARKING	SPACES	PROVIDED	=	2	ACCESSIBLE	SPACES		
TABLE	11B-208.2

TEMPLE	BEAUTIFUL	-	PROJECT	INFORMATION	AND	CODE	ANALYSIS	CONT.

ACCESSIBLE	PARKING	SPACES: PARKING	SPACES	PROVIDED	=	2	ACCESSIBLE	SPACES		
TABLE	11B-208.2

OCCUPANCY	TYPE	&	LOADING: A-3	ASSEMBLY	–	NON-FIXED	SEATING	15	SF	NET/OCCUPANT,	(1004.5;	TABLE)	SEATING	AREA	=	706	
SF	(MINUS	ISLE	WAYS)	

=	15/706	=	47	OCUPANTS		

LOUNGE	SPACE	–	15	SF	NET/OCCUPANT,	(1004.5;	TABLE)	TOTAL	SEATING	AREA	=	530	SF	(MINUS	
ISLE	WAYS)	=	15/530	=	

36	OCUPANTS			=		TOTAL	OCCUPANT	LOAD	=	83	OCCUPANTS	=	2	EXITS

COUNTY	PARKING	REQUIREMENTS: Sec	10-6.5610(1b)(4)	PUBLIC	ASSEMBLY	CHURCHS:	1	PARKING	SPACE/	4	SEATS.	
A-3	MAIN	ASSEMBLY	SPACE	-		48/4	OCCUPANTS	=	12	PARKING	SPACES
SECONDARY	A-3	LOUNGE	AREA	–	35/4	OCCUPANTS	=	9	PARKING	SPACES
TOTAL	REQUIRED	PARKING	SPACES	=		21	PARKING	SPACES

TOTAL	REQUIRED	ACCESSIBLE	PARKING	SPACES	=		1	PARKING	SPACE	[11B-208.2,	2019	CBC]

REQUIRED	EXITS: 	
TABLE	1006.2.1;	1006.3.3(2) MAX.	OCCUPANT	LOAD	-	1	EXIT	=	49;	MAXIMUM	DISTANCE

UNSPRINKLERED	75’-0”	COMMON	EGREE	TRAVEL	PATH
1007.1.1 TWO	EXITS	OR	EXIT	ACCESS	DOORWAYS	=	TO	NOT	LESS	THAN	½	OF	THE	

LENGTH	O	FMAX	DIAGONAL	DIMENSION	OD	BUILDING	OR	AREA	
MEASURED	IN	A	STRAIGHT	LINE

MEANS	OF	EGRESS	ILLUMINATION: 1008.2	

EMERGENCY	POWER	FOR	
ILLUMINATION: 1008.3	

ACCESSIBLE	MEANS	OF	EGRESS:	 ONE	MEANS	OF	EGREES	IS	REQUIRED	

MINIMUM	NUMBER 1-500	MIN.	2	EXITS	OR	ACCESS	TO	EXITS	
OF	EXITS/STORY:
TABLE	1006.3.2

TOILET	ROOMS: ACCESSIBLE	–	11B-213.2

MINIMUM	PLUMBING	FACILITIES	A-3	OCCUPANCY: MALE	=	1:	1-100	=		1	TOILETS	
TABLE	422.1	PLUMBING	CODE MALE	=	1:	1-100	=		1	URINALS

MALE	LAVATORIES	=	1:	1-200	
FEMALE	=	2:	26-50	TOILETS	
FEMALE	LAVATORIES	=	1:	1-100
1	JANITOR	SINK
NOT	REQUIRED	-	DRINKING	FOUNTAIN	

8-28-2022	
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